
History
project
branches 
out
LEADING up to Anzac 
Day, Victorian prima-
ry schools are asked 
to grow a legacy of 
Gallipoli.

The Gallipoli Oaks 
Project, which was 
launched by Victorian 
Education Minister 
Martin Dixon and 
Veterans’ Affairs 
Minister Damian 
Drum, will see 2000 
Gallipoli oak trees 
planted at the 
schools.

Schools at Ruth-
erglen, Wodonga, 
Chiltern, Beechworth, 
Yackanadandah 
and Wangaratta are 
already on board. 

The project 
was funded by 
$10,000 from the 
Victorian Coalition 
Government’s 
Veterans Council 
Grants Program. 

“The Gallipoli Oaks 
Project will provide 
all primary schools 
in Victoria with a 
Gallipoli oak seedling 
to plant as an ongo-
ing commemoration 
of Australia’s partici-
pation in World War 
I,” Mr Dixon said. 

“Support for the 
Gallipoli Oaks Project 
has been fantastic, 
with more than 
250 primary schools 
already registering 
at the project’s web-
site.”

Seedlings from 
a tree planted in 
Hamilton by a sol-
dier in 1916 are now 
planted at the Royal 
B i G d

Botanic Gardens 
and the Shrine of 
Remembrance in 
Melbourne.

Seeds from the 
same tree will be 
provided to schools 
between 2015 and 
2018 and will be 
planted on dates 
such as Anzac Day 
and Remembrance 
Day to pay respect to 
soldiers.

Mr Drum said the 
Gallipoli Oaks Project 
also celebrated the 
ongoing friendship 
between Australia 
and Turkey and rec-
ognised the signifi-
cance of the Gallipoli 
campaign in the his-
tory of both nations.

“With the sup-
port of the Victorian 
Coalition govern-
ment, the Gallipoli 
Oaks Project will help 
the next generation 
of young Victorians 
to deepen their 
understanding of 
the Anzac campaign, 
and, in particular, 
the participation of 
Victorians,” Mr Drum 
said.
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