
The story behind Gallipoli Oak
TESSA HAYWARD

SEVERAL schools in the
Greater Hamilton region
have signed up to take
part in the Gallipoli Oaks
Project.
The project aims to deliver

a Gallipoli Oak tree to
every primary school in
Victoria between 2015 and
2018 to celebrate the Anzac
centenary.
The story behind the

Gallipoli Oak project started
at a property near Hamilton
nearly 100 years ago with
the Winter Cooke family.
History

Captain William
Winter Cooke joined the
Australian Army when the
First World War started
and landed from a ship
on a beach at Gallipoli in
Turkey on April 25, 1915.
He fought in the hills for

eight months and endured
many hardships.
He noticed there were

many small, prickly trees
that had acorns, just like
those on an oak tree and
he decided to send nine
acorns in a tobacco tin
to his uncle, who was
interested in trees, at the
family property 'Murndal'
near Hamilton, Victoria.
His uncle, Samuel Winter

Cooke decided to plant one
acorn on his farm and give
the remaining acorns to
other farmers and his old
school in Geelong.
Only a few of these trees

are still alive today.
One acorn was planted at

Murndal on Empire Day,
May 24, 1916 in front of
30 to 40 people from the
various cottages on the
estate.
Three cheers were given

for the Anzacs after

the acorn was planted
in the small paddock
immediately in front of the
house.
Captain Winter Cooke

returned safely after the
war and started farming
again and became the
owner of the farm near
Hamilton in 1929.
His grandson, Marcus

Winter Cooke now lives
and works on the property.
"My grandfather was a

damaged man when I knew
him ... he was very good
to me but like so many of
that generation that went
away to serve in the First
World War and survive
the Gallipoli campaign
and survive the absolute
horrors of the western
front, it had an enormous
impact on him," Mr Winter
Cooke said.
"Physically he survived

but he was affected by the
war for the rest of his life."
The original acorn has

now grown into a Gallipoli
Oak tree that is 10 metres
tall.
Gallipoli Oaks
Project
The National Trust of

Australia (Victoria) is now
collecting acorns from
these trees to grow enough
seedlings to plant one in
every primary school in
Victoria in the years 2015
to 2018.
Mr Winter Cooke said

some acorns had been
collected from the tree
at Murndal, however not
many due to possums and
cockatoos.
Minister for Education,

Martin Dixon introduced
an education resource
kit for schools at the
Melbourne International
Flower and Garden Show

at the end of March.at the end of March.
National Trust chief

executive, Martin Purslow
said that introducing the
teaching resources at
the show was the most
fitting venue to choose for
this type of historically
significant 'green-heritage'
educational product.
"The resource kit

consisting on an e-book,
teachers' resources and
website are all based on a
story about the surviving
original Gallipoli Oaks,"
Mr Purslow said.

"The teachers' resources,
developed to aid primary-
aged Victorian children
in grasping the Gallipoli
Oaks story, are aligned
with the grade three
National Curriculum
unit of 'Community and
Remembrance'."
Mr Winter Cooke said the

propagation of the acorns
from numerous Gallipoli
Oak trees in Victoria had
gone better than they could
have hoped.
"I think it is a wonderful

way to celebrate the
centenary of the Gallipoli,"
he said.
Mr Winter Cooke did have

concerns about whether it
was the right type of tree
for school playgrounds due
to prickly leaves but said it
was a nice thought.
The trees will be planted

at schools with the help of
the Returned and Services
League of Australia;
schools will then care
for their young trees by
protecting it from damage
and providing regular
watering.
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AN acorn grows on the Gallipoli Oak tree at 'Murndal'. Photo: JUDY DE MAN. 140402jd010

Copyright Agency licensed copy
(www.copyright.com.au)

Hamilton Spectator, Hamilton VIC
08 Apr 2014, by Tessa Hayward

General News, page 2 - 651.00 cm²
Regional - circulation 5,121 (-T-T-S-)

ID 249145979 BRIEF #DEECD INDEX 1 PAGE 2 of 3



MARCUS Winter Cooke runs the property 'Murndal' where an acorn was planted in 1916 after his grandfather Captain William Winter
Cooke sent back acorns from Gallipoli. The acorn has now grown into a 10 metre tall Gallipoli Oak tree. Photo: JUDY DE MAN. i4O4O2jdooe
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